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&&LDIV&&R&&LDIV&&R&&LDIV&&R&&LDIV&&R&&LI&&RWar and Peace&&L/I&&R, by
&&LB&&RLeo Tolstoy&&L/B&&R, is part of the &&LI&&R &&L/I&&Rseries, which offers quality
editions at affordable prices to the student and the general reader, including new scholarship,
thoughtful design, and pages of carefully crafted extras. Here are some of the remarkable
features of &&LI&&RBarnes & Noble Classics&&L/I&&R: &&LDIV&&RNew introductions
commissioned from today's top writers and scholarsBiographies of the authorsChronologies of
contemporary historical, biographical, and cultural eventsFootnotes and endnotesSelective
discussions of imitations, parodies, poems, books, plays, paintings, operas, statuary, and films
inspired by the workComments by other famous authorsStudy questions to challenge the
reader's viewpoints and expectationsBibliographies for further readingIndices & Glossaries,
when appropriateAll editions are beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications;
some include illustrations of historical interest. &&LI&&RBarnes & Noble Classics &&L/
I&&Rpulls together a constellation of influences―biographical, historical, and literary―to enrich
each reader's understanding of these enduring works.&&L/DIV&&R&&L/DIV&&R&&L/
DIV&&R&&LDIV&&R &&L/DIV&&R&&LDIV&&RThe most famous―and perhaps greatest―novel
of all time, &&LSTRONG&&RTolstoy&&L/B&&R’s&&L/B&&R &&LI&&RWar and Peace&&L/I&&R
tells the story of five families struggling for survival during Napoleon’s invasion of Russia.&&L/
DIV&&R&&LDIV&&R &&L/DIV&&R&&LDIV&&RAmong its many unforgettable characters is
Prince Andrey Bolkonsky, a proud, dashing man who, despising the artifice of high society, joins
the army to achieve glory. Badly wounded at Austerlitz, he begins to discover the emptiness of
everything to which he has devoted himself. His death scene is considered one of the greatest
passages in Russian literature.&&L/DIV&&R&&LDIV&&R &&L/DIV&&R&&LDIV&&RThe novel's
other hero, the bumbling Pierre Bezukhov, tries to find meaning in life through a series of
philosophical systems that promise to resolve all questions. He at last discovers the Tolstoyan
truth that wisdom is to be found not in systems but in the ordinary processes of daily life,
especially in his marriage to the novel's most memorable heroine, Natasha. &&L/
DIV&&R&&LDIV&&R &&L/DIV&&R&&LDIV&&RBoth an intimate study of individual passions
and an epic history of Russia and its people, &&LI&&RWar and Peace&&L/I&&R is nothing more
or less than a complete portrait of human existence.&&L/DIV&&R&&L/DIV&&R&&LP
style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R&&LSTRONG&&R&&L/B&&R &&L/P&&R&&LP
style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R&&LSTRONG&&RJoseph Frank&&L/B&&R&&L/B&&R is
Professor Emeritus of Comparative Literature at Princeton University and Professor Emeritus of
Comparative Literature and Slavic Languages and Literature at Stanford University. He is the
author of a five-volume study of Dostoevsky’s life and work.&&L/P&&R&&L/DIV&&R



About the AuthorJoseph Frank is Professor Emeritus of Comparative Literature at Princeton
University and Professor Emeritus of Comparative Literature and Slavic Languages and
Literature at Stanford University. He is the author of a five-volume study of Dostoevsky’s life and
work.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.From Joseph Frank’s Introduction
to War and Peace Tolstoy’s masterly portrayal of military life, already evident in his earlier
work, reaches new heights in War and Peace on a much larger scale. No other novel can
compete with Tolstoy’s in the superb panoply he offers of regimental displays and parades, and
of battle scenes seen both from a distance and in close combat. Also, as Marie Eugène
Melchior, vicomte de Vogüé, noted in Le Roman russe (1886), his pioneering book on the
Russian novel, which brought writers like Tolstoy and Dostoevsky to the attention of the
European public, no one could compete with Tolstoy in his portrayal of the life of the court and
the upper reaches of society. The Vicomte himself, who had frequented the Russian court,
remarks that when writers attempt to portray such closed social circles of the highest society
they rarely succeed in winning the confidence of their readers; but Tolstoy had no such difficulty
because here he was “in his native element.” He was in his native element as well, after his years
in the Caucasus and in Sevastopol, in the many scenes in which the rank-and-file Russian
soldiers banter with each other around their bivouacs or while marching to and from their
battles.Nothing fascinated Tolstoy more, at least in this period of his career, than the mysterious
force that, as he put it, moved millions of men to march from west to east and then back again,
all the while “perpetrat[ing] against one another so great a mass of crime—fraud, swindling,
robbery . . . plunder, incendiarism, and murder—that the annals of all the criminal courts of the
world could not muster such a sum of wickedness in whole centuries.” How could an event of
this kind have taken place, “opposed to human reason and all human nature,” while at the same
time “the men who committed those deeds did not at that time look on them as crimes.”The
problem of war and warfare more and more preoccupies Tolstoy as the book moves on, and it
evolves into a theory of history whose ideas are scattered throughout these later chapters and
argued theoretically in the second epilogue. Sir Isaiah Berlin’s The Hedgehog and the Fox views
Tolstoy as a fox, unremittingly occupied with the minutiae of particulars while longing for the
unitary vision of the hedgehog “who knows one big thing.” His brilliant and stimulating pages
have given Tolstoy’s views on history a new prominence, but this is not the place to plunge into
their philosophical complexities. As a great novelist, Tolstoy dramatizes the pith of his doctrines
with illuminating clarity, and we can grasp their essential point by citing a few scenes from the
book.One such point is the impossibility of those presumably in command to anticipate what will
happen on the battlefield, and thus the uselessness of all elaborate plans prepared in advance.
The Austrian general Weyrother presents such a plan before the battle of Austerlitz and is
certain that it will bring victory; but the combined Austrian-Russian forces are badly beaten. An
even more elaborate plan is proposed before the battle of Borodino and proves equally useless.
The reason for such failure is illustrated by the account of the minor battle of Schöngraben,
where Prince Andrey watches the behavior of the Russian commander Prince Bagration as the



fighting proceeds.All sorts of contradictory reports came in, but “Prince Bagration confined
himself to trying to appear as though everything that was being done of necessity, by chance, or
at the will of individual officers, was all done, if not by his order, at least in accordance with his
intentions.” As a result, officers who were “distraught regained their composure” and morale was
strengthened. For Tolstoy, it was morale that ultimately decided the course of combat—the
morale of the soldiers and the behavior of individuals like the unprepossessing Captain Tushin,
who pays no attention to orders, responds to the immediate situation, and, as only Prince
Andrey realizes, is really responsible for the Russsian success at Schöngraben . Tolstoy thus
rejects the “great man” theory of history, particularly thinking of Napoleon, which attributes
military success to the superior capacities of a leader capable of dominating in advance the
uncertainties and vicissitudes of what transpires on the battlefield.Prince Andrey learns another
Tolstoyan lesson when, sent to report on a minor victory, he is ushered into the presence of
Emperor Francis of Austria and discovers that those presumably in command had little or no
interest in what really occurred to those fighting and dying on their behalf. The questions he is
asked by the Emperor are completely trivial; no opening is provided him “to give an accurate
description, just as he had it ready in his head,” and he realizes that the “sole aim” of the
Emperor was to put a certain number of questions. “The answers to these questions, as was
only too evident, could have no interest for him.” Much the same point is made about those
supposedly in command, like Alexander I and Napoleon, who are so far removed from the reality
of battle that they have no control over the result. Tolstoy is particularly concerned to undermine
the reputation of Napoleon and does so in numerous scenes that display him as an ordinary
mortal, extremely self-confident and erroneously convinced that he had complete mastery of the
situation. Nothing astonishes him more than the Russian refusal to reply to his overtures for
peace after capturing Moscow.
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Allen M Werner, “Scratched Off My Bucket List. I officially scratched off an item from my bucket
list. I read War and Peace in its entirety – and more. I didn’t just read one version. I read and
referenced back and forth between two versions of the classic book. I used an ebook version
translated by Anthony Briggs and the paperback version from Barnes & Noble Classics
series.There were differences between the translations. The language in the digital version is
more accessible to the English reader but the structure of the ebook is poorly formatted and
distracting in many places. The vocabulary in the paperback version was more challenging,
more florid, and the formatting was never an issue.The focus of my review from here on out will
be on the book itself. There are many translations out there for readers to choose from. Those
are the two I used.War and Peace is an epic tale of Russian life before, during and after
Napoleon’s invasion in 1812. I knew little about the time period, the war or the culture in Russia
at this tkime but Tolstoy masterfully draws the reader into the world. Despite the various
locations, the use of several languages, a host of unfamiliar names and titles, War and Peace is
rather easy to follow. I didn’t find it complicated, in that it never lost me. It is complex but I
seemed to know where I was and who I was with from page to page. It wasn’t
overwhelming.Three chief fictional figures serve as anchors to the massive world building –
Pierre Bezukhov, Natasha Rostov and Andrei Bolkonsky.War and Peace is adorned with a full
cast of colorful characters. Tolstoy brings us inside their heads as often as the three chief
characters, changing POV where it is necessary, providing much needed insight.The most
intriguing part of War and Peace for me was the exposition. Tolstoy breaks the fourth wall
countless times and speaks to the reader as a professor speaks to students in a classroom. He
educates us and he interjects his opinions about the war, about the historical players, and he
even critiques others who have critiqued this time period.“All historians agree that the external
activity of states and nations in their conflicts with one another is expressed in wars, and that as
a direct result of greater or less success in war the political strength of states and nations
increases or decreases.”By modern scholarly standards, this exposition would be considered
taboo and unacceptable.In War and Peace, Tolstoy has written a history as much as a work of
fiction.“History is the life of nations and of humanity. To seize and put into words, to describe
directly the life of humanity or even of a single nation, appears impossible.”I for one actually
enjoy the digressions and the exposition because I enjoy reading history. I’m not so sure other
readers will fancy or appreciate these additions but I did.“The historians quite falsely represent
Napoleon’s faculties as having weakened in Moscow...”Tolstoy is telling a unique story of the
world as he sees it and doesn’t make anyone a hero or a villain. Napoleon is not portrayed as a
monster and the leadership in Russia is not lionized. In fact, he often described the Russian
leadership as disjointed, out of touch, and haphazard. It is not the unified, well-oiled machine
filled with strategic maneuvers that historians often describe it as. Many of the greatest moves
made by Russia were blunders or accomplished due to a lack of communication, even the



headstrong actions of vigilantes and incendiaries.Pierre, Natasha and Andrei are flawed
characters. Whatever strengths they possess are countered by equally destructive
weaknesses. Having seen and loved the classic King Vidor film from 1956, I couldn’t separate,
no matter how I tried, Pierre, Natasha and Andrei from Henry Fonda, Audrey Hepburn and Mel
Ferrer. As I read, I saw their faces and heard their voices in my head.Not sure if I should
commend the filmmakers for this or not.Pierre, with all his obvious quirks and shortcomings, his
absentmindedness and debauchery, has always been my favorite character and reading the
book did nothing to change this. (Or maybe it’s because Henry Fonda is such a great actor – I
don’t know)Pierre’s time as a prisoner of the French, his emotions and thoughts when he thinks
he’ll be executed by a firing squad, the long, cold, hopeless journey by foot, his conversations
with Platon Karataev, are undeniably my favorite part of the book.“He baked, cooked, sewed,
planed, and mended boots. He was always busy, and only at night allowed himself conversation
– of which he was fond – and song… Karataev had no attachments, friendships, or love, as
Pierre understood them, but loved and lived affectionately with everything life brought him in
contact with… He loved his dog.”I was surprised by the Masonic chapters. They were
interesting but I’m not sure if they were wholly necessary.I like how the book explored Pierre’s
later years, his marriage and children, his growth as a man.The book enhances Natasha’s
character in ways I had not anticipated. Natasha’s youth and aloofness disguise a rather
complex and intelligent person who suffers from grand illusions and countless disappointments.
Although she grows sick in body, she is strong and unique in drive and devotion –
eventually.Andrei is intriguing. While he tries to be a successful man, a beacon of nobility and
honor, he never quite measures up to the cold expectations of his stern father and wears this
failure on his sleeve. He can never seem to find happiness in anything. He is stoic but he
doesn’t want to be. His heart years for more than his head will allow. His unhappy first marriage
is also a burden and results in one of the most famous lines ever written.“Never, never marry, my
dear fellow! That’s my advice: never marry till you can say to yourself that you have done all you
are capable of, and until you have ceased to love the woman of your choice and have seen her
plainly as she is, or else you will make a cruel and irrevocable mistake.”I think one of the best
features of Andrei’s character is his inability to change. His ideals, his concepts of virtue and
goodness are so ingrained in him, they actually strangle him and inhibit him throughout. It is
difficult for him to adjust and lighten up, take risks in social settings, to step out and try things
beyond tradition. And when he does, he is injured to his heart and retreats back inside his shell
of convention.The book provides the reader with deeper insight into Andrei’s life at Bald Hills,
with his father, his sister Maria, and his wife Lisa, as well as the maturation of his son
Nikolay.When one reads War and Peace, the world today is put on pause. There is no denying
the mastery of storytelling that was Tolstoy.  It’s a book everyone should read.”

Real Talk, “War and Peace: No need to say any more.. Don't be afraid, take the plunge. Read the
book, you will not only be glad you did, you will grow as a human being. I read many works of



literature before i read this one, i'm a speed reader, i get through them very fast. I never skim but
i can read about a line of text a second without loosing comprehension or the ability to imagine
the actions and events as if they were happening in real time. And yet i was intimidated by this
book, not because of it's length so much as because we generally have the idea that very long
books that are considered classics have to be filled with pages of exposition, you know pages
describing a carriage or a sunset or a coffee mug(i'm looking at you dickens!) but i felt it was
finally time so i set off to my next challenge, to read war and peace in a month on my hour lunch
break. To make a long story short, i finished in about 4.What happened to me? i expected to find
pages of prose and essays i could easily get through without having to sub vocalize, I expected
to have to dig through mass amounts of extra words and ideas to get to the good stuff, which
would motivate me to read at my top level. I expected to be able to get through a few chapters a
day. But i miscalculated, instead of wanting to speed up, i found myself slowing down. I found
myself reading not as fast, but as slowly as possible, to get the most out of every word. There
was very little exposition, essays are only introduced in the later chapters and they add an
interesting and vital perspective to the novel and also challenge everything i thought i knew
about history.The book is long because it contains so many characters, so many stories, and
covers so vast a length of time. But you will be interested every step of the way. It did take the
first 100 pages to really get exciting but once i got into the story, i went back and reread the
beginning and found i loved every word.I keep referring to this as a book as i feel it transcends
genre or convention. is it a novel, an epic poem in prose, a very long essay, it is all of these
things, and none of these things.A coworker asked what i was reading and i replied "War and
Peace". He asked what it was about and i replied "War and Peace". War and Peace is about war
and peace, sorrow and joy, the duality and inevitability of these things in our life. it is about how
we affect history, and how history affects us. It asks what makes us move as human beings, and
as a society and civilization. It's about everything, i learned and grew so much while reading this.
And for one of the longest books in the classic literary canon, it begs to be read again, and
again. I have started a lifelong affair with War and Peace. Tolstoy asserts that some unknown
and divine force is ultimately behind the moves and actions of men, and that histories greatest
heroes are merely tools to this end. If that is so than he himself was one such tool. He has
moved me.Don't be afraid, take the plunge. Read the book, you will not only be glad you did, you
will grow as a human being. War and Peace is as close to perfection as any man could hope to
achieve in this life. This review  was not necessary, the name says it all.”

Nick Dougan, “Not as good a translation as the audiobook. Like, I am sure, countless people
who are finally getting around to reading War and Peace now, in the early months of 2016, I have
been spurred by watching the BBC production that had just finished. I determined, at the last
minute, to take the book with me on a recent skiing holiday, and tried to find a version that had
"whispersync", which is Amazon/Audible's name for the narration, voiced by an actor, which is
synced to the words of a book. In the few minutes I had to make this last minute purchase I



could not find one, so ended up buying separate audio and text versions of War and Peace. The
unintended benefit of this has been the ability to compare he translation of this version with the
audiobook one.This has been an interesting experience - and odd too, as both appear to have
been translated by the same person, Constance Garnett. She died in 1946, and I can only
imagine that if this is indeed the case, her translation for the audiobook has been "modernised"
in some way. In any event, it serves as a reminder as to how important the translation is when
reading a book written in a foreign language.”

Ebook Library Reader, “I still love War and Peace. A bit wordy and in many ways dated, not least
in its treatment of women and serfs, nevertheless War and Peace is in all other respects as valid
today as when it was written. I have probably read it six or so times in my sixty years and still love
the characterisation. Human nature really has not changed at all :-)”

Lockdown, “Five Stars. BUT why oh why call him Prince Andrew? That is not russian”

cd3364, “Five Stars. Just perfect”

John, “A Must read. Half way through and I'm still gripped.”

The book by Leo Tolstoy has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 563 people have provided feedback.

 Front Cover First Pages Back Cover Surprise Me!



Language: English
Paperback: 1200 pages
Item Weight: 1.85 pounds
Dimensions: 5.19 x 1.8 x 8 inches
File size: 1526 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 496 pages
Hardcover: 821 pages
Reading age: 18 years and up
Lexile measure: 1200L

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

